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Instructions for Warping a Loom 
Back to Front Method 

by Louise French 

Step I   Measure the Warp 

1. Make a guide string by cutting a piece of 
yarn 12 inches longer than the length of a 
warp end.  Tie a loop in one end and slip 
the loop on peg 1.  Create a path similar to 
the one shown in figure 1.  Tie off on peg 
6.  This is the path to follow when 
measuring the warp.   

 2. Tie the warp yarn to peg 6.  Move to pegs 
5, and 4.  Make the first half of the cross 
by going over peg 3, then under peg 2 and 
1.  Peg 1 is the turning point.  On the 
return path go over pegs 1 and 2 and 
under peg 3.  Continue the path of the 
previous warp to peg 6.     

 Note: TWO warp ends have now been 
measured. 

3. Continue measuring the warp, following 
the same path.  When you have measured 
the number of warp ends for one inch 
(epi), tie this group of warp ends together 
between pegs 1 and 2.  Be sure to tie both 
the top and bottom layers together, 
forming a loop or sleeve between peg 1 
and the tie.  Photo 1 

4. Continue measuring the warp and tying in 
one-inch bouts until the needed number of 
warp ends are measured.  The last bout 
may have less ends.  Photo 2 

5. Watch for knots in the warp.  If you find 
one, cut it out and tie onto the measured 
warp with an overhand knot at peg 1 or 6. 

6. When the warp is completely measured, 
tie the warp in the following places using a 
strong, non-fuzzy, different colored thread 
(carpet warp works well):  

 a. Each leg of the cross. 

 b. Through the bout loops at peg 1. 

 c. Every yard in the warp beyond the 
cross.  This should be a very tight choke 
tie.  Photo 3 

7. Slip the warp off peg 6 and cut the yarn 
there.  Chain the warp as you remove it 
from the board. 

 

Figure 1  Measuring the warp 

 

Photo 1 

 

Photo 2 

 

Photo 3 
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Step II   Prepare the Loom 

1. Center a raddle on the back beam and 
attach it securely with masking tape or 
cord.  Photo 4 

 

Photo 4 

 

2. Push the heddles on each shaft to either 
side.  

3. Thread two strong cords, about 24 inches 
long, between the last shaft and the upper 
horizontal support on each side of the 
castle.  Tie the ends of the cord together, 
creating a loop 10-11 inches long. Photo 5 

 

Photo 5 

4. Remove the reed and if easily done, the 
beater, from the loom.  

 

 

Step III   Bring the Warp Chain to the   
Loom 

1. Lay the warp chain through the open 
space in the shafts, with the cut end of the 
warp chain toward the front of the loom 
and the bout ties toward the back. Photo 6 

 

Photo 6 

 

2. Slip a lease stick through the legs of the 
cross closest to the front of the loom.  
Photo 7  

 

Photo 7 
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3. Using a larks head knot, attach this lease 
stick to the two cords that were earlier tied 
to the castle.  Photo 8 

 

Photo 8 
 
4. Slip the second lease stick through the 

other half of the cross.  Tie the sticks 
together leaving about a one-inch space 
between them.  Remove all the ties 
holding the cross. Photo 9 

Step IV    Spread the Warp Across the 
Back Beam 

1. Slip your hand, left if you are right handed, 
right if you are left handed, through the 
loops of the bouts being careful that all the 
loops are cleanly over your hand.  Photo 
10 

 

Photo 10 
 
2. Remove the tie holding the bout loops. 

3. Remove one bout at a time from your 
hand, turn it one-quarter turn to the left 
and place it over a peg on the raddle.  

 Continue until all bouts are in place. 
The  warp should be centered on the 
raddle.  Photo 11 

 

 
Photo 9 

 
Photo 11 


